ADOPTED – JANUARY 28, 2020

AGENDA ITEM NO. 45
Introduced by the Law & Courts Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING JUDGE LAURA BAIRD
RESOLUTION #20 – 041

WHEREAS, Laura Baird has dedicated her career to serving those in need, first representing parents and children as an Associate Attorney with the Family Law Clinic of Lansing and then establishing a successful family law practice with her husband, George Zulakis, in Okemos in 1980; and
WHEREAS, her desire to help those less fortunate inspired her involvement with the Tri-County Community Advocates from 1982 through 2002 and the Clinton-Eaton-Ingham Community Mental Health Board from 1993 through 1994; and
WHEREAS, in 1992 she was elected to serve as a member of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners where she represented the citizens of Ingham County in District 11 in 1993 and 1994; and
WHEREAS, Judge Baird was elected to serve as a member of the Michigan House of Representatives in 1995 representing the 70th District from 1996 through 2000; and
WHEREAS, as a State Representative she played a major role in the Revision of Michigan’s Mental Health Code in 1995, enactment of the Family Court Act in 1996, enactment of the Estate and Protected Individuals Code (EPIC) in 1998, and the Lt. Governor’s Child Protection Legislation of 1998; and
WHEREAS, as Chairperson of the House Mental Health Committee, she held multiple public hearings and subsequently issued a Report and Recommendations on the Governor’s Proposed Closure of the Detroit Psychiatric Institute, Pheasant Ridge Center and Clinton Valley Center in April 1997; and
WHEREAS, in 2000 Judge Baird was elected to the 30th Judicial Circuit Court in Ingham County, where she has served for the past 19 years where she has continued her efforts to protect families and children, both in her courtroom and throughout the State; and

WHEREAS, Judge Baird has served as Chair of the Legislative Committee of the Michigan Judge’s Association, she helped and her leadership was recognized by her colleagues when she was elected to serve as President of the Michigan Judge’s Association in 2016; and  
WHEREAS, in 2017 she was involved in the creation of “Phoenix Court”, Michigan’s first juvenile court program to help child victims of sexual exploitation; and 
WHEREAS, during her years on the bench, Judge Baird also served as Chief Circuit Judge Pro Tempore.  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Judge Laura Baird on the event on her retirement and extends its sincere appreciation to Judge Baird for her dedication and commitment to help those in need and improving the quality of life for the citizens of Ingham County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes her continued success in her future endeavors.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Slaughter, Polsdofer, Celentino, Crenshaw, Sebolt, Trubac, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  01/16/2020
